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Articles for the next SPIRE can be emailed to Spire@FPCWoodbridgeNJ.org 
or 

put in mail Box 63 at Church 
 

Deadline for articles - Sunday, May 3, 2020 

When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you;  

And when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. 
For I am the Lord, your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior. 

 
Isaiah 43:2-3 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ONLINE 
 

Every Sunday 10:20 AM 
Facebook Live on our Facebook Page 

 
A call in number for an audio version 

is also available 
Check the Church phone message on Saturday 

for the call in number 
 

Look for Rev. Marie’s daily devotionals 
on our Facebook Page 



 

Some Notes From the Editor About This Spire 
 
I hope you enjoy our first all digital edition. 
 
If you are aware of a church member who has an email and did not get 
this, please let us know the email and we will forward one to them.  This 
will also help us continue updating the church email list. 
 
Also, if there is someone who does not have an email or computer (like my 
mother) and would like a paper copy, let us know and we will try to mail 
one out to them. 
 
A number of items in this Spire are scheduled for the next several months.  
When, whether, or how they happen will depend on how effective our 
efforts are in stemming the spread of the coronavirus.  In addition to 
online Sunday worship and weekday devotionals phone calls and emails are 
being used to stay in contact with members.  Options for confirmation and 
youth activities are being explored along with plans to celebrate the end of 
“social isolation” and our re-gathering as a congregation in the sanctuary 
(there will be flowers). 
 
Finally, I have always been a fan of the BC and Wizard of ID comic strips.  
Hopefully, I have not violated their copyrights by including some of them in 
this edition. 
 
 

 
  



 

A Message from Rev. Marie 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
My goodness, this is quite a time to be the church.  We are anxious, scared, uncertain 
and all of those feelings are very normal and expected.  However, please remember 
that as people of faith we know that God is with us each and every day of our lives.  
God journeys with us and is with us during this time. 
 
Even though God is very near to us, we however, are practicing social distancing.  So, 
at least through the remainder of March all church activities are cancelled or moved to 
virtual meetings.  Worship is happening weekly on our Face Book page: First 
Presbyterian Church of Woodbridge, NJ.  There is also a phone number you can use to 
access the service via phone.  Please call the church office on Saturday afternoon to get 
the call-in information. I also write a daily devotional Monday through Friday and post it 
on Face Book.  If you would like to receive is via email or regular mail, please let me 
know. 
 
Your leadership is working very hard to keep you all informed of what is going on.  To 
that end, if we do not have your email address, please send it to us so we can keep you 
updated more easily.  The way you all have stepped up to volunteer in so many ways, 
makes me so proud to be your interim pastor.  You truly are the church and that makes 
me smile.   
 
As this is my first newsletter, I would normally write about what would happen during 
these first few months of the interim period, this is not a normal time.  However, I do 
have a clergy Face Book page and if you friend request me, I will accept your request.  
Please find me on Face Book at RevMarie Bacchiocchi. 
 
Stay strong, stay faithful, keep your humor.  We will get through this.  God is with us 
now and always.  Let us know if you need errands run, and extra phone call, etc. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Marie 
 
 
 

What Comes Next? 
An Update on Our Pastoral Search 

 

It’s on hold.  There’s not much more to be said.  Session did set up a Mission Study 
Committee and they did meet to begin the work to develop our Mission Study, but one 
of their first tasks is to survey the congregation and that can’t be done until we can 
gather together again as a congregation.  So, until then, we wait. 

  



 

Cemetery and Heritage Committee 
“Grounded in History; Embracing the Future” 

 
Stay healthy and stay safe! 
 
With the coronavirus demanding attention, I almost forgot about the SPIRE article! 
Luckily, Matthew Clarkson contacted me with a research request about his Clarkson 
ancestors who are buried in our cemetery.  In responding to his request, I made an 
attempt to “connect the dots” among the 34 Clarksons who are guests in our cemetery.  
I also learned some interesting information which I will share below. 
 
CLARKSON AND COVENANTERS 
 
Remember the article on Covenanters? These were Scottish Presbyterians who refused 
to accept the English religion of King Charles I – “the Divine Right of the Monarch”. 
These Presbyterians signed a National Covenant in 1638 confirming their opposition.  
That act resulted in them being accused of treason.  Imprisonment and executions 
followed.  The lucky ones were “transported to the colonies”.  This is what happened to 
James Clarkson (1624 – 1687) 
 
THE CLARKSON FAMILY AND OUR CHURCH 
 
James Clarkson (1624 - 1687) 
 
James Clarkson was transported in 1684.  The destination was the Carolinas but he 
ultimately settled in East New Jersey (Woodbridge) with his wife, Agnes. Agnes was 
also a Covenanter. According to his descendant, Matthew Clarkson, James played a 
role in the early days of Woodbridge and of our church.    
 
James Clarkson (1662 – 1729) 
 
James and Agnes had a son, James (1662 – 1729). James and his wife Christian 
Spence Clarkson (1661 – 1715) were both born in Scotland and were both 
Covenanters.  They are buried in our cemetery. James is mentioned in Dally’s history of 
Woodbridge Township as receiving lots of land and playing a role in its early history. It is 
difficult to determine in some cases if it was the father or the son or both.  
 
Robert (1694 – 1733) and Agnes (1695 – 1742) 
 
James and Christian had four children; two of whom are buried in our cemetery: Robert 
Clarkson (1694 – 1733) and Agnes (1695 – 1742).  Agnes married James Brown 
(another popular family in our church).  Agnes and her husband are both buried in our 
cemetery. 
 
Great great grandchildren 
 
Skipping a generation, James and Agnes’ great great grandchildren are here.  Three of 
them fought in the Revolutionary War. Jeremiah Clarkson (1752 – 1813) fought in the 
Battle of Connecticut Farms. This battle was fought on June 7, 1780.  It was one of the 
last major battles between the British and Americans – mostly New Jersey Militia - in the 



 

Revolutionary War. Connecticut Farms is today Union Township. Although the British 
won the battle, the Americans scored a strategic victory in that the British, instead of 
continuing their advance, decided to withdraw. Jeremiah fought with James Paton (also 
in our cemetery).  James Paton was severely wounded in this battle but that is a story 
for a future article. 
 
Jeremiah’s brothers, John (1744 – 1801) and Randolph (1759 – 1833) fought in the 
Revolutionary War as members of the New Jersey Militia. Jeremiah and his wife Mary 
Freeman, John and his wives Mary Ann Noe and Margaret Hudson and Randolph and 
his wife Catharine Low are all buried in our cemetery. 
 
Four generations   
 
There is one more generation of this Clarkson family that can be documented as being 
buried in our cemetery.  Jeremiah and Mary’s son Isaac and his wife, Elizabeth Manning 
are both buried here. John and Mary/Margaret’s daughter-in-law Rachel is buried here.  
Rachel is Noe Clarkson’s wife (there is no record of Noe being buried here).     
 
CONNECT WITH US 
 
The Heritage Committee was going to meet on March 29 to begin brainstorming ideas 
for the 350th anniversary of the church.  Because of the coronavirus, that meeting is 
postponed.  BUT, if you have ideas you can still send them to me; Suzanne Moller at 
archivist@FPCWoodbridgeNJ.org.  Also, if you have suggestions for articles or 
ephemera related to the church that you are not sure what to do with please feel free to 
contact me. 
 
Don’t forget to attend virtual Sunday services with Rev. Marie on Facebook and look for 
her daily devotion during this difficult time. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Presbyterian Women 
 
In February our PW group studied Lesson Five - Words of Love: Don’t Kill Each Other. 
This is from scripture Exodus 20:13 “You shall not murder”. This lesson was written to 
help us understand the many faces of “murder” and how the community of the world 
should honor life by refusing to display any behavior that physically, mentally, and/or 
spiritually harms others. In a nutshell this means any behavior that comes from 
selfishness, hate, anger, and fear that lash out and seek to destroy a person/persons. 
So that can include a lot of behavior that we might witness or display on any given day. 
Bullying at school, mean words, physical abuse, and of course causing death, are all 
ways that people destroy or diminish life. We honor God by treasuring life and creating 
positive atmospheres around us. 
 
Many people may think that this commandment is all about death, but it is not. And in 
the current situation that our world and our communities are in with the threat of the 
Covid-19 virus we need to exercise more compassion, empathy, kindness, and love. 
This honors God. Sharing our inner strength, extending a helpful hand, or a simple 
phone call to listen and spread cheer, this honors God. Let’s be true Christians in this 
world by smiling more and spreading God’s words of love. 
 
Please enjoy the following devotional of hope: 
 
John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.” 
 
In the play Peter Pan, a mischievous boy named Peter, who lives in a place called 
Neverland, decides he will never grow up. He lives among other boys, pirates, 
mermaids, Native Americans, and fairies. On one occasion one of the fairies, Tinker 
Bell, had problems with her light. It began to fade, so Peter Pan turned to the audience 
and stated that to help her they must believe in fairies. This fairy tale is a reminder of 
the importance of faith.  
 
Jesus reminds us that we do not have to let trouble take root in our hearts and shut out 
our hope or faith. Instead, we must cling to faith and believe that God has the ability to 
overcome any struggle. It takes courage and strength to challenge a troubled heart. But 
Jesus said to put your hope and faith in Him. Because of our faith in Jesus, we are sure 
that one day He will return to earth and will take His followers to heaven. But while you 
are here, know that Jesus wants the best for you. He may not prevent trouble, but he 
sees past your current problems and knows the good that is to come. Therefore, hope 
in the One who loves you dearly, and believe He will help you.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, I believe in Your Son, Jesus. Thank You that He is my hope during 
times of trouble. Amen. 
 



 

(Book: 365 Devotions for Hope by - Karen Whiting) 
 
We are always happy to welcome new members! We will keep everyone updated for 
our next meeting after church reconvenes. In the meantime join Reverend Marie on 
Facebook and on our website as she shares daily devotions and church service on 
Sunday’s. We hope to see all you back at church soon. Be well and be safe. 
 
Blessings, Sharon Hanley 
 

 
 
 

Ruling Elders 

The session is responsible to guide and govern the life of the congregation. 
The session leads the congregation in fulfilling its responsibilities 

for the for the upbuilding of the whole church, and for the glory of God. 
   

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Jim Dewitz Albert Abongwa Dan Barany 

George Ehman Stacey Castro Robin Goodrich 
Joanne Good Ed Moller Marilyn Stephan 

Sharon Hanley Suzanne Moller Linda Thorstenson 
Brian Molnar Bob Stephan Peter Willoughby 

   

Deacons 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, 
sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, 

 the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, 
 or anyone in distress. 

 
Julie Barany Amanda Kavaja Alyssa Molnar Colleen Parliman 

 

 

 
  



 

 

A Message From the Youth Advisors 
 
On behalf of the both of us, we would like to assure not only the families of the youth, 
but the congregation entirely that we are taking all precautions necessary to keep 
each and every person we serve safe. 
 
Due to the current situation at hand, we have chosen to rise above and think of 
creative alternatives to meeting for youth group. This may include having youth group 
over video chats, playing games over video chat, streaming movies together, and the 
list only continues. 
 
As for confirmation classes, we have decided to hold these over video chat for any of 
our confirmands who can do that. We intend to have our confirmands finish on time, 
even if the initial church service will not be held (which is TBD). 
 
We appreciate all of the concern for our youth. Our main priority is, and always will be 
to lead our younger people to Christ, and we don’t intend to let this get in the way of 
that. 
 
We will send updates to youth and family as needed. May God bless each and every 
one of you. 
 
Ronnie and Peter 

 

 

FPC Woodbridge Youth Ministry 
2020 Schedule 

Journeying Forward 
 

April 
5 Middler Youth Group 
9-10 Maundy Thursday/Do Good Friday Retreat Johnsonburg 
19 Senior High Youth Group 
25 Johnsonburg Spruce Up Day 
  

May 
3 Combined “End of Year” Celebration 
 Youth & Promotion Sunday Preparation 

 
Youth Group is held in Fellowship Hall from 6-8 pm unless otherwise listed.  
 
Middler youth group is for current 6th grade students through 8th grade. Senior High 
youth group is for current 9th grade students through 12th grade. Combined youth 
group is for current 6th through 12th grade students. 
 
Age appropriate friends always welcome. Friends must attend youth group prior to 
being eligible to attend retreats ( ex. 2 youth gatherings for a 2 day retreat) 

.  



 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 2020 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 
  
  
JANUARY 12 Parent and Participant meeting to discuss schedule, get Baptism 

record/information, and prepare/sing up for Johnsonburg Retreat 
  
JANUARY 26  Intro and “Meeting Jesus the Son” 
  
FEBRUARY 9 “Meeting Jesus, Son of God” 
 (Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds) 
  
FEBRUARY 23 ”Meeting Jesus Head of the Church”  
 Our church History 
  
FEBRUARY 
28-MARCH 1 

Johnsonburg Retreat Weekend-Presbyterian History during back home group 
time 

  
MARCH 15 How Christ Worshiped God,  
 How My Congregation Worships God  
  
MARCH 29 Sacraments 
  
APRIL 19 How Christ Witnessed and Ministered to Others 
 How My Congregation Witnesses and Ministers 
  
APRIL 25 Spruce Up Day at J-burg (combined with youth group participation in event) 

This is a Saturday! 
  
MAY 3 Statement of Faith Workshop and Writing Time 
  
  
MAY 17 Review, Revise, Readying of Statements of Faith  
  
MAY 19 Meet with Session, Read Statements of Faith 
  
MAY 31 Pentecost, Confirmation Sunday 

 
  



 

 

 

Where all may gather, 
Where all are welcomed, and 

Where all are invited to receive: 
gracious hospitality, 

joyful Christian community, and 
the wonder of God’s creation. 

As in years past, the Christian Education Committee invites parents, children, and 
youth to explore the Summer Camp brochure; and asks you to prayerfully consider making 
Johnsonburg part of your child’s summer experience. The Camp is a place set apart that 
offers a variety of programs options for children and youth.  

Camperships – scholarships to defray the cost of a week of camp- are available 
through CE. We ask that you return the bottom of this letter to my church mailbox #7 by 
April 20th; so that the committee knows how many families are interested to receiving 
financial assistance.  

Brochures are available at church or online at campjburg.org. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me (732) 634-1024 or by email at 
lindafpcwoodbridge@gmail.com. 

Parent   

 Email   

Child/children attending Johnsonburg Summer Camp  

 

 

 

We are members of FPC Woodbridge and interested in a Campership for Summer Camp 
2020 

Member Signature:  Date:  

 

  



 

 

Summer Quest 2020 
 

A summer adventure camp for Middle School Youth 
(entering 6th thru graduating 8th) 

 
Monday July 13th – Friday July 17th 

9am to 5pm 
 

Be empowered, be equipped 
 and explore the world outside the church doors 

 as we take daily adventures and complete local mission projects. 
 Learn to lead and be a good role model 

 for younger children during VBS! 
 

Daily Schedule* 
9 am – Arrive to assist with Vacation Bible School 

 
Youth will have a lesson time from 9:30-10:15 and then will assist  

with the daily rotations of Vacation Bible School  
under adult guidance and supervision. 

 
12 pm- Lunch 

1 pm – Daily trip for local mission/fun adventure 
5 pm – Parent pick up 

 
*Monday will be an all day off site trip. 
All other days will follow daily schedule 

 
Cost is $75.00 per participant – Questions contact Linda at (732) 634-

1024 or by email at lindafpcwoodbridge@gmail.com 
 

  



 

 

Summer Quest 2020 
Registration 

FPC Woodbridge 
 

 

Youth’s Name:   

Parent/Guardian Name:   

Email Address:   

Best contact phone number:   

Age Information    

Date of Birth  Age  

Last school grade completed    

Home Church   

  

Allergies/Medical Info/Other:   

 

 

 

Emergency Contact   

Name:  Phone:  

    
During the 2020  Summer Quest at FPC Woodbridge volunteers will take photographs 
of the children to use for art projects, the Closing Slideshow video, classroom décor 
and bulletin board décor, Facebook and church website.  Children’s names will never 
be listed. I hereby give permission for my child to be photographed/videotaped 
during SummerQuest hours and/or events and for those photos/videos to be used as 
described above.  

Parent/Guardian Signature   

   
Please note:  

•  Some off site trips may require additional permission slips to be completed.   
• Participants are required to bring their own brown bag lunch each day 
• All registration forms need to be in by June 1st. No exceptions. 

  



 

 

 

 

Our Seasonal Sunday School has begun classes again. Below is the 
schedule for the remainder of the year. 

 

March 15 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 

March 22 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 

March 29 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 

  

April 5 Sunday School Class 9:15 am  
Palm Sunday Procession during Worship 

April 12 Easter Sunday, No Sunday School  
Easter Egg Hunt following Worship 

April 26 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 

  

May 3 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 

May 10 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 

May 17 Sunday School Class 9:15 am 
Youth and Promotion Sunday Worship 

May 31 No Sunday School – Confirmation Sunday 

 

Summer Sunday School sessions will be held during worship: 
June 14th, 21st and 28th 

  



 

 

 
 “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.” Ephesians 6:10 

Vacation Bible School 
First Presbyterian Church of Woodbridge 

600 Rahway Avenue 
(732) 634-1024 

 
July 14th – July 17th 

9am to 12pm 
Ages 4 through 5th grade completed 

 
For more information contact Linda: 

lindafpcwoodbridge@gmail.com 
 

  



 

  

  

Child’s Name:  

Parent/Guardian Name:  

Address:  

Email Address:  

Best Contact Phone Number:   

Age Information 

Date of Birth  Age   

Last school grade completed  

Home Church  

Allergies/Medical Info/Other: 

 

 

Emergency Contact 

Name:   Phone:  

Dismissal Information 

Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS 

 

During the 2020 Vacation Bible School (VBS) at FPC Woodbridge volunteers will take 
photographs of the children to use for art projects, the Closing Slideshow video, classroom 
décor and bulletin board décor, Facebook and church website. Children’s names will never be 
listed. I hereby give permission for my child to be photographed/videotaped during VBS 
hours and/or events and for those photos/videos to be used as described above. 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature 
Be sure to register by June 15th to secure your spot! Classes fill up quickly!!!!  

  

Vacation Bible School Registration 2020 

First Presbyterian Church of Woodbridge 

July 14th – July 17th 

Age 4 thru 5th Grade completed 
Mail forms to: FPC Woodbridge, 

 600 Rahway Ave., Woodbridge, NJ 07095 
Or email to: 

lindafpcwoodbridge@gmail.com 
Questions, please contact Linda 

 at (732) 634-1024 
 



 

 

We are in need of volunteers for our Vacation Bible School program! 

Please prayerfully consider volunteering your time, gifts and talents to 

help us have a great event for the children of our church and community! 

July 13th and prior – Decoration Committee/Set up 

July 14th –July 17th – Teachers/Assistants 

I can help! 

 

Name:   

Phone:   

Email:   

 

How can you help ? Tell us how and where you’d like to help: 

 

 

 

Please note:  Per our Child Safety protection guidelines ALL adults 

working with children in our church must be members for at least 6 

months, approved by session and complete Child Safety protection 

training/application. 

Any questions, please contact Linda at 732-634-1024 or by email at 

lindafpcwoodbridge@gmail.com 

Please turn completed forms into church office 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Easter Sanctuary Flowers 
 

The Church will begin receiving orders for flowers which will be displayed in the 
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 
 

The cost of each plant is $8.00.  You may order flowers IN APPRECIATION, IN 
HONOR or IN MEMORY OF simply by returning the form below to the Church office 
with your payment.  You may list more than one name for each plant, if you wish. 
 

We regret that orders cannot be placed over the phone.  Only written orders, paid in 
full, can be accepted.  This will help to avoid errors and omissions.  It should also 
assure a plant for everyone who places an order. 
 

ORDER DEADLINE:  Monday, April 6 
 

EASTER SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
Order Form 

Name of person(s) Given By:  

Telephone number:  

No. of plants ordered:  @ $8 ea. Amount enclosed: $  
     

 
Name 

In 
Memory 

In  

Honor 
In 

Appreciation 
    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Please make check payable to:  

 First Presbyterian Church 
600 Rahway Avenue 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you;  

And when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. 
For I am the Lord, your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior. 

  
Isaiah 43:2-3 
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  First Presbyterian Church of Woodbridge, NJ 

 

 
The Historic "Old White Church" 

Serving Christ Since 1675 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, NJ 07065 
PERMIT NO. 522 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
600 RAHWAY AVENUE 

WOODBRIDGE, N.J. 07095 
 

Address Service Requested 


